Mindsight is 20/20! Coi. 3:i-l 1 

jJ)o our pasts teach us anutning? Wnen | am older do | nave wisdom because or mu age? iJoes 
learning come from our mistakes, thus the old sauing "nindsight is 20/20?" 

Several years ago | was out and about to seek to visit someone in the congregation where | served, j 
became hopelessly lost and was so desperate and lost that | even violated man-law number J : iJ)on't 
ever ask for directions! j ver!! ] will sau that even with directions | was mostly wandering around 
aimlessly until out or sheer divine guidance or just that there was nowhere else to s^o, \ stumbled upon 
the house or the parishioner and reached my destination. \ou know to this day, j'm not sure that | 
could rind that house, again. VV ere | to go to looking, | would inevitably follow the paths that led me 
in the wrong direction. | wandered so long, that the right path evaded me, so | repeat my past "sins" 
and end up lost all over again, jjindsight may be 20/20 but you need to walk the right path a few 
times before you can stay on it, and faithfully know where you are going and not keep getting lost. 

j\/]y feeling is that many, many people whom we run into on a regular basis are not learning from their 
mistakes "sins" because they are hopelessly lost and can't orwon't find their way back to the right 
and perfect path. What do you think? jaul is talking to (/hristians here, f eople who have in the 
past wandered, but are now walking in the light, lie is not preaching (/hrist to them for salvation, he 
is preaching (/hrist to them for life learning, for diligent and purposeful and faithful (/hrist living. 

|n the opening verse [ au! tells us that in (/hrist Jesus "you are raised with (/hrist ..." In the (_jreek 
the word used for "raised" means that we are raised together in Jesus; j hat we are called together 
as the body of (/hrist to desire Jesus, to actively investigate | jis will and way for us, ijis people. 
vV e are called with everu ounce of our being to be with (/hrist. What does it mean to be "with 
Jesus?" 

\J\Je\\, we know what it means to not be with him. Wnen we are not with him we are selfish, self-serving, 
living a "me first" life. Out what does that look like? YycW, and j'm going to get a little persona! here, it 
means that for many of us men we live the life whose slogan is "he with the most toys - wins." (J)r he 
who can drink the most, tell the dirtiest jokes and have the most conquests wins. O^si'^siiy living like 
you were in college all over again. Psjow | know that hindsight can be 20/20, but some of that former 
behavior may still lurk in the shadows of our lives and come to life from time to time, j hat is what 



r au! is speaking to this morning. \j\e need to keep the old man buried and dead so that deathly ways 
ao not come back to haunt our lives and cheapen them, j or women that old lire could be gossiping, 
back biting, and maube even living wild and self obsessed ways, not that any or you have or would live 
that way!! | don't know much about the old lire for women. jV]aybe it isn't much different than men, 
not really sure. Out | ao know that if we are in (^hrist, life, real life is defined by being hidden in 
C_hrist, we'll talk about being "hidden in C-hrist" a bit later. 

Living the sinful life is what | au! calls idolatry. VVhat is idolatry? fVlost of us when we think of idols 
think of the worship of some physical object such as an image of a bull or a person or some other 
physical manifestation. /\nd most of us fee! far removed from that kind of ido! worship because we 
wou!d never devote ourse!ves to some carved stone or wooden image. Out the ido! worship that we 
don't ta!k about very often, that may creep into our !ives is the devotion or attachment to something 
tK.t occup,e. the whole of ou. !,fe, o. 3t ie.st the .ajonty of ou. !,ve. fro. «.e to H.e | ..k .yself 
"What in my !ife cou!d occupy so much of my time that it becomes "worship" something | who!!y 
devote myse!f to and defines who | am as a person?" ijow about my !eisure time, where and when | 
Sp to p!ay; how about my hobbies, the amount of money or interest that | invest in them; how about 
my work, the devotion that | give to it that distracts me from other e!ements, vita! e!ements in my !ife; 
and I know this is a tough one, but how about my fami!y, can | be so devoted to my fami!y that | 
neg!ect Jesus (^hrist and his ca!! in my !ife? | cannot answer those "ido!" questions for you, but j 
wou!d !ike you to do an inventory on your ! if e and where you spend your j ime, your ta!ents — the 
gifts Cjod has given you, and your treasure, the finances that (jod has b!essed you with. /\na see if 
there are ido!s in your !ife, things you devote yourse!ves to other than the wi!! and way of Jesus, 
j hat is a s^ooa assessment for each of us to ao from time to time, jo he!p get perspective on our 



lives. 



|n our scripture this morning j au! uses the phrase "hidden in (^hrist" and that got me to thinking 
about what that phrase means in !ight of me being dead to my past? j he (jreek word for hidden is 
krypto- hidden and a!so pardoned or covered. Jesus has re!eased us from our past sins and now 
covers us because of ijis death, buria! and resurrection! jje keeps our o!d !ife and past secrets in 
his eterna! vau!t, thus in doing so he gives us the g!ory of heaven that is found for a!! of us in jjim. 



j rom krupto we get the work (^rupt which is a locked vault tupe grave. Jesus can literallu make our 
past dead to us and kept under lock and keu! 

j he (^olossians are being asked bu j aul to see the past for what it was and see the present and 
future for what in can be in (^hrist. jo see their sin and not be lost in it, but exchange the rags of 
their old waus and walk in the formal glorious clothing of the jvi'^g- 

I know we have become a casual society when it comes to clothing. Out we are invited bu the king of 
g^oru to step into the roual court as princes and princesses. /-\nd with that invitation, that 
transformation into rouaitu comes a transformation of our wardrobe, j he filth of the past is burned 
up and the g^oru of the present and future is draped upon us in splendor. jJ)o we see ourselves in 
Ijis glorious kingdom as princesses and princes? 

ijindsight is ZO/ZO but onlu when we see our lostness and seek to walk in a new and right direction. 
/-\ge onlu brings wisdom when we see the sin in our lives and promise to commit to change and then 
change bu walking in that transformation, ^ome of us have skeletons in our closets. Oi"^ that we 
don't think (jjod would or could forgive. vV e mau even be held captive bu fear of that sin being 
found out. )\emember fear is false evidence that appears real. | think that bears repeating -fear is 
false evidence that appears real! Out, and this is veru important, jje will and he has if we ask for that 
forgiveness, forgive! /\nd when forgiveness comes, all we have to do is accept it. C-!aritu in our lives 
come when we walk in forgiveness and accept that transforming power of (Christ Jesus and put on 
the new clothes and wear them in jjis glorious waus. ^o that all can see the designer label and 
recognize the maker as Jesus. /\nd also see us as Jesus' people. [_et us walk in the glorious new 
clothes of Jesus and be seen with perfect Jesus vision - princes and princesses of our [_ord and 
jV]aster! |f uou ao not know the forgiveness that (Christ can offer and want to have a relationship 
with ijim or need to recommit to ijis calling in uour life, we ask that uou come forward at our final 
humn orgive us a call so that we can help uou come to relationship with C-hrist and/or become a 
member of this church. 

I lease prau with me. 



